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PHOTOGRAPHING THE AFON NEDD WATERFALLS 

Waterfalls are amonst the most popular of photographic subjects. In this guide I take you through a 

visit to the Afon Nedd Waterfalls in the Nedd-Fechan Valley, Brecon Beacons in August 2017. The 

area is one of, if not the best in the UK for its range, scale and number of waterfalls, the water 

coming directly off the mountains and meeting at the confluence of the Rivers Mellte, Hepste, 

Pyrddin and Nedd-Fechan, tributaries of the River Neath, winding their way through Waterfall 

Country via steep-sided, tree-lined gorges. 
 

Getting there (see maps below) 

The waterfalls area is just north of the A465 Heads of the Valleys road at Glynneath around 18 miles 

east of Swansea. From the south, access the area from the A465 Heads of the Valleys road and turn 

off at Glyneath; from the north, a series of minor roads off the A 4059 Hirwaun Road will take you to 

the Pont Melin-Fach Car park, which shortens the walk to the waterfalls and is the route that I have 

used (i.e. north to souǘƘύΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŀǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΥ ōǳȅ h{ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊ {ŜǊƛŜǎ h[мнΣ .ǊŜŎƻƴ 

Beacons National Park, West & Central Areas. The Car Park is at Grid Ref: SN 906105. 
 

 



2 
 

 
 

Before you leave, make sure you have the following essentials: 

¶ Your camera and lenses (a wide angle is good for dramatic foregrounds of water) 

¶ A sturdy tripod 

¶ A remote release for long exposures 

¶ Preferably a set of filters including neutral density, graduated neutral density and polarising + 

¶ Lens / filter cleaners (these will be getting plenty of use with rain & spray!) 

¶ An umbrella (either rain or spray is common) 

¶ Walking boots or wellington boots for getting into the water and waterproof clothing 
 

When you leave the car walk past the information point; it contains some useful background to the 

ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǎƛƎƴǇƻǎǘŜŘ Ψ9ƭƛŘƛǊ TrailΩΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ŘƛŘ ƛǘΣ the path was very muddy and is 

rocky in places (see the picture below), particularly at the beginning. See the picture attached. I say 

more about staying safe at the end of this paper ς please read it in detail.  
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The right weather for waterfalls? 

The day I went and took most of the images on this blog, there had been heavy recent rain; you 

might imagine that this is ideal for photographing waterfalls, but in fact leaves a number of 

challenges: 

¶ Water spray into the camera can be a real issue if you get anywhere near the waterfall 

¶ The fine detail and subtleties of the water cascading over rocks can be lost in a sheet of white. 

¶ In the Brecon Beacons, the uplands are of peat; this washes down and turns the water a distinct 

ōǊƻǿƴ ŎƻƭƻǳǊΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƛŘŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ 

¶ Surfaces and paths can be very slippery; take great care when accessing viewpoints. 
 

So while you want water to capture, often the best time to go is a couple of days after heavy rain has 

ǇŀǎǎŜŘΤ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ listed 

above. Light rain or drizzle is generally good; the light is flat which is ideal for even light with no 

shadows and strong colours. It also keeps rocks and other surfaces wet without the disadvantages 

listed above. 
 

LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǎǳƴƴȅ ŘŀȅǎΤ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƭŀǘǘŜƴ 

colours. Waterfalls are also usually in wooded valleys, causing a sometimes very unpleasant and 

messy combination of light and shadow in sunshine. If you do go on a sunny day, try using 

ōŀŎƪƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘǊŜŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΤ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ŀŎƘŜǾƛŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ 

 

 
Overcast days with flat light are perfect for waterfall areas and bringing out colours 

 

 

 

 

 

 


